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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

Morphological Aptitudes. — On the one hand, form and function are en rapport to 
each other and, on the other hand, form and function are en rapport to the milieu. 
Modifications of form grow out of functional modifications. No species of animal 
presents in the same degree as man the dissimilarity of individual forms. The milieu 
is a generator of forms. Many surprises have arisen in connection with army con- 
scripts, but these are due to the insufficiency of morphological knowledge and method 
up to date. The form of the body models itself on the exterior milieu and reflects 
its fluctuations. The diversity presented by different individuals is at bottom only 
a question of adaptation to the milieu. The whole question from a practical point of 
view is to know which forms correspond to a free adaptation and which are the result 
of an insufficient and irregular adaptation. Experience, for instance, shows that mas- 
siveness of physique goes most often with organisms lacking in elasticity. This is the 
reason why so many "big fellows" succumb so easily to infectious diseases. Mor- 
phology permits us to know which forms adapt themselves freely to their milieu and 
which do not. A recent French military law requires that the men be employed 
according to their morphological aptitudes. — Dr. Leon Vincent, Revue Scientifique, 
June, 1914. R. B. G. 

The Future of the Human Race. — The stock-breeder knows that the hereditary 
capital of his stock will be preserved, at least, intact and sometimes increased by 
individual heredity. The eugenist, on the contrary, knowing how numerous are the 
causes which in case of human beings can attack the elements of reproduction, weaken 
and pervert them, can work forward to the future of the human race only with fear. 
From time immemorial apropos of the birth of children, people have been content 
to bow the head before these two powers: Providence and Fate. We put ourselves 
into the hands of the god of chance. It is an extraordinary thing that up to the present 
of all the natural instincts of man, one alone has not been civilized: the instinct of 
reproduction! No attempt has been made to do so. It has been decorated with the 
beautiful name of "love" and left to work as it will, that is to say, as a criminal too 
often. We obey the instinct of reproduction as did the men of the cave epoch. Civili- 
zation, says Richet, which has done everything for the progress of the individual, has 
brought about only degradation for the species! If the future of the race is to be safe- 
guarded there must be an education on the "civilizing of the instinct of reproduction." 
It is well, splendid, to succor the unfortunate, but it is better to seek how to diminish 
their number. Parents should be made aware of their responsibilities. — Dr. Pinard, 
Revue Scientifique, June, 1914. R. B. G. 

Feminism. — The concluding article of this discussion gives the program of 
action to be undertaken for the betterment of working women. On the working class 
itself should rest the greatest part of the responsibility for betterment of conditions, 
but the public authority should at least stand by as an impartial arbiter to see fair 
play, which, under the present pretext of protecting them, it does not do, refusing 
to recognize rights corresponding to the new duties which they have assumed. Yet 
the r61e of legislation can only be supplementary. Reforms will be the fruit of the 
organization of working women which will aid them in gaining a living wage and con- 
ditions of work which will safeguard their dignity. A professional union must be 
organized to teach the women how to spend wisely the wage earned and to insist on 
their having technical training, since their small wage often comes from lack of tech- 
nical skill which forces them to do unskilled work. But skill would avail little if they 
remain isolated and unorganized. Organization, too, will help develop them morally 
by awakening in them a regard for their co-workers instead of an attitude of rivalry. 
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It will prevent those helped by father and mother from selling their labor at such 
price as to make it impossible for those who have no means of subsistence but their 
work to gain an honest living. The organization will attempt to prevent, too, the 
overcrowding of certain occupations by distributing the women among others in which 
the particular aptitudes of women will give them a natural superiority, and it will 
undertake the protection of women who work at home. As yet a large part of the 
working women are indifferent or hostile, through ignorance, to the plans of Syndical- 
ism; but with the aid of the middle-class women who are interested and lending their 
assistance to a propaganda of education, much is hoped for the future. — Rudolphe 
Collewoert, Revue Sociale Catholique, May, 1914. R. B. G. 

The Protection of Motherhood in Paris. — The law of June 17 to July 30, 1913, on 
the rest of women at childbirth has carried us one step farther in this direction, per- 
mitting working women in an advanced stage of pregnancy to leave the shop without 
paying indemnity for breaking contract, and forbidding employers to employ women 
for four weeks after childbirth. The law also prescribes that women who have no other 
resource than their own labor be paid daily a sum which is an equitable compensation 
for their loss of wage. The law, while requiring sufficient data to prevent abuse, is so 
simply administered as not to discourage anyone who needs this assistance from apply- 
ing for it. The daily sum is paid for a month before and a month after the birth of the 
child, a small additional sum being paid for a month to the mother who nurses her 
child. One of the happiest innovations of the law is the appeal made for the co- 
operation of private works of the kind. In towns where there is no public service 
these can be "municipalized" when the communal council sees fit. In March, the 
law was extended to include those mothers who are obliged to care for their homes at 
this time, but who are in no less need of assistance. In Paris, so far, the aims of the 
authors of the law — simplicity of administration, promptness of payment, and ade- 
quate surveillance over the health of mother and child — have been completely attained. 
Since April the number of applications has increased very rapidly. — Pierre Darlu, 
Revue politique et parlementaire, June, 1914. R. B. G. 

The Problem of Denationalization. — The phenomena of denationalization belong 
to dynamic sociology. It is impossible to formulate a law which covers all cases of 
denationalization for the simple reason that the facts of each case are resultant of a 
particular historical series of events. These are the product of the combined action 
of diverse forces of development. Provision covering all cases where different ethnic 
groups are in the same nationality is impossible. Religious differences, according to 
the degree of their intensity, as well as compactness of settlement of one people in the 
midst of another, serve as factors of isolation and so prevent assimilation. Denationali- 
zation in the past was often voluntary. Usually it was due to the pressure of factors 
working, as it were, naturally. The thing occurred unconsciously. At present it is 
a matter of intention, hence the struggles where force used by the dominant group is 
met by violent demonstrations on the part of the dominated. — A. D. Xenopol, Revue 
intemationale de sociologie, March, 1914. T. J. L. 

W. K. Mikhailovsky, Sociologist. — Mikhaflovsky is distinguished among Russian 
literary critics for his contributions to sociology. His columns in two leading reviews 
served to introduce the general Russian reader to sociological thought abroad, also to 
original work by Mikhaflovsky. His uncompleted work, Heroes and the Crowd, pub- 
lished in his collected works, is a system of social psychology. This work is an attempt 
to exhibit the role of automatism in all domains of life, organic as well as social. 
Mimic coloration among animals is due to the play of the same psychic factors which 
produce nervous disease and crowd action — automatisms. The phenomena of obedi- 
ence and submission are closely related to the phenomena of imitation and psychic 
contagion. The insufficiency and uniformity of impressions in the life of the ordinary 
man in the mediaeval period tended to make him suggestible, hence the many crowd 
movements of that time. Mikhaflovsky also wrote on current Russian problems from 
the standpoint of sociology. His motto throughout was to face the actual, yet work 
for the ideal. — Maxime Kovalewsky, Revue intemationale de sociologie, March, 1914. 

T. J. L. 
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New Observations of Problems in Eugenics. 1 — It is often said that the firstborn 
are inferior in physique and mentality to children born later. To test this proposition 
the author sent to all the university professors in Italy the following questions: 
(a) What was the number of children born to your parents ? (b) Among these children 
what was the order of your birth? Four hundred and forty-five responses were 
received of which 416 were from professors belonging to families of two or more 
children. One hundred and forty-one of these professors were firstborn; 29 others 
were the only child. This gives a total of 170. With the hypothesis that the distri- 
bution of these university professors is independent of the order of birth, according 
to the figures received, there should be but 87.4 professors among the firstborn. The 
actual number of 170 firstborn who attained distinction indicate that the firstborn 
have a far greater chance of being distinguished than the other-than-firstborn. The 
matter of sex, and also of superior advantages afforded to the firstborn, would influence 
the figures to a certain extent, but in the opinion of the author would not account for 
the difference found. These figures should not be taken as conclusive. The Italian 
Committee for the Study of Eugenics has undertaken a more thorough investigation. — 
C. Gini, Rivista Italiana di Sociologia, May-April, 1014. C. D. B. 

Progress in the Movement against Alcohol during the Past Ten Years. — Ten 

years ago the first International Congress against alcohol was held in Bremen. In 
19 13 were held the very successful Congress for the bringing up of youth without 
alcohol, and also the International Congress against alcohol in Milan. The number 
of members of German temperance societies has tripled since 1903. It is now about 
300,000 with 250,000 total abstainers. Germans have been active in the scientific 
study of alcoholism. Prominent among these studies are Baer-Laquer, Die Trunk- 
sucht and ihre Abwehr; Hoppe, Tatsachen fiber den Alkohol; Delbruk, Hygiene des 
Alhoholismus; Zacher, Quellenmaterial zur Alkoholfrage. Several periodicals have 
been founded to combat alcohol. Two of the most prominent incidents in the cam- 
paign have been the speech on the evils of alcohol by the Kaiser, and the boycott of 
"Schnapps" by the Social Democratic Party. It has become a recognized right for 
students to refuse liquor at their social gatherings. Several minor laws have been 
passed for the regulation of liquor. The army is taught the evils of alcohol. Alcohol 
is forbidden during service on the railroads. The average consumption of wine, beer, 
and whiskey has decreased in Germany in the last ten years. — Dr. Ehr. Stubbe, 
Monatsschriftf. innere Mission. C. D. B. 

The Prohibition of Alcohol. — The alcohol question in Denmark must not be con- 
sidered as one of economic importance, but as one of the greatest social significance. 
The prohibition of the manufacture of spirits as a beverage is inevitable for the sake 
of the nation's health, culture, and progress. This can most effectively be accom- 
plished by local option and a gradual reduction of the number of licensed establishments. 
The number of people employed in this business is about 2 per cent of those engaged 
in industrial and agricultural labor, so the change of occupation would not be a serious 
one. A compensating revenue may be had by an increase of the use of alcohol for 
chemical purposes, as in Germany 40 per cent of its spirituous products is used in this 
way. — C. C. Heilesen, Nationatykonomisk Tidskrift, May-June, 1914. J. E. E. 

A Representative Republic v. a Democratic Monarchy. — For Sweden, monarchical 
control is preferable to that of a representative republic. Under the former, cabinet 
men rise above the influence of opposing party tactics. Furthermore, a people which 
has control over the budgets and taxes has as much control as any democracy ought 
to have. The people's will is not without expression, though through a king. In fact, 
his personal control is far less than that exerted by the president of the United States. — 
Pontus Fahlbeck, Statsvetenskaplig Tidskrift, April, 1914. J. E. E. 

Essay on Economic Philosophy. — The axioms of economic science indicate the 
fixed limits to possibilities of social transformation. The law of diminishing returns 
is an instance; it constitutes an impassable barrier to our desires for social change. 
An analysis of the economies of agriculture, of the extractive industries of large-scale 
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manufacture, and of commercial undertakings shows that the four factors of produc- 
tion — nature, management, labor, and capital — whatever the mode of their combina- 
tion, whatever the forms of industry, are subject to the law of diminishing returns. 
Indeed, the law is a universal tendency operative throughout all time and in all con- 
ditions; it is a limitation imposed by nature on the inventiveness, power of organiza- 
tion, and directive capacity of mankind. The makers of social systems who would 
ignore the law of diminishing returns entertain the proud belief that the universe of 
economic facts is subject to their reformatory fancies. They forget that the human 
brain is powerless to manage economically the production and consumption of wealth — 
whenever the enterprise has grown beyond a certain extension. Still more powerless 
is it to regulate by design the economic life of a society as various and complex as 
ours. — Pierre Aubry, Journal des tconomistes, July, 1914. T. J. L. 

The Character of the Japanese People. — Japan is unique among countries in its 
geographic isolation, in the homogeneity of the population, and in the deep and 
reverent quality of the loyalty and loving devotion of all to the dynasty. The cults 
of loyalty and of patriotism have nowhere had so continuous nor so thorough a develop- 
ment as in Japan. Other principal characteristics, rooted in the Japanese character 
from earliest antiquity, are: (1) love of correct deportment, which, like the cult of the 
beautiful, is in part traceable to the beauty of nature in Japan; (2) respect for fe- 
cundity; (3) energy; (4) militarism; (5) nationalism; (6) worship of ancestors; (7) 
utilitarianism; (8) optimism; (9) realism; (10) gradual progressiveness. These charac- 
teristics have not changed, nor will they change. With the importation of Chinese 
ideas, of Buddhism, and, more recently, of European sciences, superficial changes in 
the national character were inevitable. But the foreign influences have only con- 
firmed and rounded out the fundamental characteristics of the people. — Teruaki 
Kobayashi, Revue Internationale de sociologie, June, 1914. T. J. L. 

Marriage and Social Control. — The most vital of social institutions, that of 
marriage and the family, has longest resisted readjustment to the new ethics involved 
in the now accepted principle of equality of human rights. This was natural since 
conservatism toughens in fiber in proportion to the sentiment involved in the preserva- 
tion of an inherited social mechanism, and the word "home" symbolizes the acme of 
sentiment. What is really happening is that the marriage ideal is becoming more 
and more exacting in the consciousness of both men and women. The women have 
become too free and too strong longer to accept bad conditions which once their weak- 
ness and ignorance forced them to endure. On the other hand, the men are no longer 
content, as formerly, to have one set relationship for upper-servant help in the house- 
hold and another for enjoyment outside the home, but demand in one chosen wife an 
honorable and equal comradeship in mutual work and in common pleasures. — Anan 
Garlin Spencer, Harvard Theological Review, July, 1914. J. E. E. 

Vocational Guidance in High School. — Guidance takes two directions — training 
in general and training for jobs. General training, if possible, should always precede 
special training for job work. The preliminary knowledge must include the physical, 
moral, intellectual, social, and economic phases of the applicant's equipment and 
potential constructive ability for success in a particular line of work. A complete 
inventory of the child's possibilities, including his potential stock of brain and hand 
power, ought to be made upon a basis of scientific accuracy. There is no special 
department of human nature in our universities now that is competent to deal with 
this subject. Everyone cannot do everything, and yet the recklessness with which 
vocations are "happened into" is an absurdity. — James M. Greenwood, Educational 
Review, May, 1914. J. E. E. 

Ethnic Factors in International Relations. — A realization of the fact that the 
cultural status of a people is frequently due mainly to its environment and circum- 
stances rather than to its ethnic characteristics would ameliorate hostile relations. 
If it were generally known that northern France is more like northern Germany 
ethnically than it is like southern France, and that southern Germany is more like 
central France ethnically than it is like northern Germany, this knowledge ought to 
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have a good deal of influence in promoting international good feeling between France 
and Germany. There are three possibilities as to ethnic relations in the future: The 
ethnic types and different cultures may always remain distinct; or the ethnic types 
may remain distinct but culture will become uniform the world over; or a final racial 
amalgamation may take place with a world-wide culture. It is to be hoped in the 
interests of international peace that in the course of time there will be more or less 
uniformity of culture, at least so far as political organization, moral ideas and systems 
of law are concerned. — Maurice Parmalee, Popular Science Monthly, August, 1914. 

J. E. E. 

Some Principles of Industrial Organization. — The wage-earners in England are 
steadily becoming better educated and acquiring a more intelligent appreciation of the 
industrial system and of their place in it. They think with truth that in the past 
they have not had a fair share of the immense gain that has been made in both wealth 
and leisure through the progress of science and invention. They want more control 
over their own lives. The problem of the future which the capitalist classes have to 
meet is in the first place a wider and more equitable distribution of wealth and leisure, 
and in the second, to devise some method by which the workers can have some share 
in the control of the industry in which they are engaged. The former problem will 
soon, without doubt, become more acute; the latter problem — i.e., the control of 
industry — is not so likely to become acute at present. — Edward Cadbury, Sociological 
Review, April, 1914. J. E. E. 
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